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Figure 1 – Anatomy of a Shark











Key to Shark Identification
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ABody kitelike (if viewed from the t0p) ... oo .Goto 12
B.Body not kitelike (if viewed from the top)... ..Goto2

Sawfish (Family Pristiophoridae)

APelvic fin absent.......eeevosromsse

BPEIVIC I PIOSENIE ..ot Goto3
ASix gill slits present.. Cow Shark’ (Family Hexanchidae)
B Five gill slits present...... Goto4
A.Only one dorsal fin.. ...Cat Shark (Family Seyliorhinidae)
B.Two dorsal fins.... Goto5

Whale (Family Rhincodontidae)
Gotob

... Hammerhead (Family Sphyrnidae)

AMouth at front of snout rather than on underside of head....
B.Mouth on underside of head............ocecesrreorr

AHead expanded on side with eyes at end of expansion
B.Head Ot XpANed.. oo Goto7
ATop half of caudal fin exactly same size and shape as bottom half. . Mako (Family Isuridae)
B.Top half of caudal fin different in size and shape as bottom half............oeiormeesecsessrnss e Goto8
AFirst dorsal fin very long, almost half total length of body......... False Cat Shark (Family Pseudotriakidae)
B.First dOrsal fi tQUIAT IENGH ... eeeeseseseen ettt Goto9
' ... Thresher (Family Alopiidae)

A.Caudal fin very long, almost as long as entire body

B.Caudal fin regular length......o.oo..ocecrocerr. . Goto10
AAlong point on end of snout. Family Scapzmorhynchidae)
B.Snout without long point. Goto 11
AAnal fin absent..... Dogfish Shark (Family Squalidae)
B.Anal fin present... Requiem Shark (Family Carcharhinidae)

ASmall dorsal fin present near tip of tail

Skate (Family Rajidae)

B.No dorsal fin present near tip of tail .-Goto 13
"AFront of animal with two hornlike appendages.. . Manta Ray (Farmly Mobulidae)
B.No hornlike appendages ... Sting Ray (Family Dasyatidae)
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